While at the SHOT Show this past year, | had the opportunity to
meet many individuals who owned and/or represented 100’s of
different tactical related businesses. Most had very innovative
products and quality merchandise for the community and | truly
enjoyed seeing what they had to offer. A few though truly stuck
out and made an impression on me. One such company was
Viridian. Viridian is known for making the world’s first handgun
mounted green laser unit. At first glance, | didn’t think it was
that big of a deal as | walked past their booth, but then Brian
Hedeen of Viridian showed me what their product could do. We
were in a very large room, and there were some walls at the hall
where we were that were several hundred feet away. While all
the lights were on, and everything was very bright, Brian took

e a Viridian handgun laser and pointed it against the wall across

. the hall. It was very easy to see, and very bright. He then took
. a red laser and did the same thing, and you could barely see
L it, if at all. From there, | was hooked, and knew that | would
. have to get a product for the magazine to review. Brian was
. kind enough to send us one of their new X5L's so that we could
- coveritin this issue. The X5L is their newest product, which not
_ only includes their green laser, but also has a high output LED
. tactical light. | was so glad that he had sent this to us because |
| have now replaced my old “tactical light/red laser” on my hand-
. gun with the world’s most compact and advanced tactical green
. laser/light combo for your handgun and will rely on nothing less
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Product line is nothing but the highest quality. From the premi

when it comes to dfendmg: y family.

The reason that Viridian chose a green laser is because it
so effective. The power output of the Viridian Green Laser
less than 5mW (a Military/Law Enforcement model is availab
at 25mW), yet it is so much more effective than a red laser
equivalent or greater power output. The reason is because o
eyes naturally pick up green much easier. On the visible spe:
trum, green is at 532 Nanometers, while a red laser is closer to §
635 Nanometers. In fact, red is so far over on the spectrum,

that it is close to infra red, which is invisible to the human eye!
It is easy to understand why then a green laser can appear as
much as 50 times brighter than the red equivalent! The Viridian:
green laser is the only laser sight that you can use in the da
and even in bright sunlight and still be able to see your targe
The benefits of this are numerous, and the most important oni
is the ability to de-escalate a potential deadly situation with
little green dot on the bad guy. That will make any criminal thin
twice about continuing on with their twisted and illegal plans.

Asr; soon as you look at the box, you can see that the Viridia _
packaging to the precision cut foam where the Viridian and a

of its components sit, it all looks impressive. The X5L can
with the X5L unit, two windage and elevation adjustment tool







